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History of Wheeling (9) 1985 py June Orlowski

LOUIS PINTACURA - VIVIAN STOCCO

Louie and Vivian fairly danced into Wheeling... .

Both had peen porn in Chicago and raised in the Chicago area.
Vivian's family moved to Elmwood Park when she was eleven years
old. It wasn't until the mid 1940s, after poth had pecome
professional dancers, that they met. They just happened to be
in their theatrical agent's office at the same time. Each haa
worked as a soloist and with dance groups, wout until that fate-
ful day, their entertaining steps naa not crossed. Vivian
retuses to say that they had NEVER MET BEFORE becauase they were
to discover that their respective Godparents -- aunts and uncles
of each -- had pbeen living in homes situated pack-to-back in
Benton Harpor, Michigan since long pefore either Louie or
Vivian had been born. "Who knows," Vivian laughs, "we may have

played together as children..."

Mutually attracted and sharing a love of dance, they soon
teamed up on the stage floor, dancing their way to a lifetime
committment. On July 31, 1947, St wWilliam's Catholic Chuxch
in Chicago, became the setting where Louis Pintacura (born
January 15,1911) and vivian Stocco (born March 10, 1927)
exchanged their marriage vows. Continuing to work their dance
routines in night cluos, theaters and at fairs, they traveled
8ll over the United States and into Canada. Louie invented an
instrument he called "musical drums" and he worked an open
routine with this instrument. They fondly recall dancing at

the Bon Air Country Club in the late 1940s, long before it
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was renamed Chevy Chase Country Club and thenjiecame part of
the Wheeling Park District's holdings. They traveled the
circuit pulling a house trailer, which they varked at the Park
Ridge Trailer Park when they worked in the midwest area. The
trailer camp was a popular parking place with many entertainers
particularly after WW II , when rents were astronomically high.
Their first child, Sam, was born November 22, 1950, joining his
parents in their travels. They soon decided however, that they

wanted a more stawvle uppringing for their son and in 1952 they

found acreage they liked in unincorporated Wheelincg Township

11
and wought it. The land was part of an estate settlement %%lxlup
Willis _— el

pought through a Mr. Peterson who worked for Louis Anderson ¥**

, 1954.
Real Estate, Loule says. They played their last engagement in /]

A daughter, Angela, was porn June 2, 1956, and they moved into
their new home in early 1957, where they remain today near the
cornger of Wolf and Hintz Roads. The property was later in-
corporated into Wheeling and will soon face the condemnation of
eminent domain to establish a safety zone for the now publicly

acquired PalWaukee Airport.

Louie started his own pbusiness as a Mill Supply Distributor,
and was again 'on the road', while Vivian stayed home with
their youngsters. Among the better known chemical companies
that Louie represented were the Lein Chemical Company on Grand
Avenue in Franklin Park and the Johnson Wax Company (Pride
product) of Racine, Wisconsin. Louie's civic interests

cont.
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included membership in the Wheeling Chamwer of Commerce, the
VFW, "the American Legion and the Citizens Airport Activity
Group (CAAG). For many years he was active in the Democratic
Party and sexved as Precinct Captain. He is a WW II veteran,

having served in Europe during the war.

Meanwhile, Vivian was not idle. Along with her duties of
motherhood and housewife, she gave dancing and music lessons
to local youngsters ana soon developed a full time pusiness
which she operates today, "Vivian's School of Music and Dance",
the "Entertainment Service" added later, haeving naturally
evolved along the way. Vivian teaches piano, organ, accordian,
guitar and violin to her music students and ballet and tap
dancing to the fledgling dancers. She puts on an annual
talent show, giving her students the experience of public
exposure to develop this necessary self-confidence. She 1is
choreographer for the shows anad designs many of the costunes,
which the student's mothers either make or have madqfor them.
Louie didn't give up entertainment entirely, but kept his

hand in up until the last few years, oy pbeing the Master of
Ceremony for Vivian's Annual Talent Show. Sam worked witn
them for several years teaching drums and Angie still works
with her mother in the school. Vivian says, "Times have
changed."” Where she once taught all younc students, she now
has students who range in age from a sixty one year old

o 2L U Bttt 7 il s
studentswho®s gralidauchter;)is also a student.

0
\

cont.
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Angie 1s now married to Gregory Hill.
Sam is married to Sheryl Shelly and is employed in the Cook
County Assessor's Office.
The Pintacuras are members of St Joseph The Worker Catholic
Church in Wheeling. Their now married children live in the
nearpy suburbs of Arlington Heights and Mundelien.
% %k kX
The Pintacuras
1008 South Wolf Road
Wheeling, Illinois 60090
312-537-1676

312-53/-0171

June Orlowski

312-537-0485
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June Orlowski
667 S. Milwaukee Avenue
wWheeling, Tllinois 60090
(312) 537-0485

THE GRANDT HISTORY

BY
JUNE ORLOWSKI
(&) June Orlowski 1984
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In41890h(Henry'Grandt, Sr., son of Detlov Grandt,

moved from Chicago to Wheeling Township with his wife,
m) CHr <A Ge
Hatharina Buthmann, whom he had married4in 1881. Henry,

born Jan. 18, 1858, and his wife, born Jan 30, 1855, were
both from Holstine, Germany.
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7came to America
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Their four oldest children were born in Chicago, the

tvo youngest were born here.

Child's Name Born Died Married In
Minerva 1-19-1882 7-9-1967 Fred Lemke 1909
August 7-22-1883 1-1-1980 Lena Wischmann 1910
Fred 10-3-1885 4-24-1974 Marvyaret Gabriel 1919
Benxy, Jr. 4-11-1887 4-1-1972 Helena Kerschke 1910
Mary 3-14-1591 1975 Fred Utpadel 1910
Charles 4-24-1893 1939 Martha Neuman 1916

The family settled on a one hundeed acre farm on Mil-

the acreage A(,”‘/; Sl jftr 2lleye

waukee Avenue, 1ntersected by Hintz Road.
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June Orlowski
. 667 S. Milwaukee Avenue
Wheeling, Illinois 60090

. THE GRANDT HISTORY
BY
JUNE ORLOWSKI (C) June Orlowski 1984

In November 1890, Heinrich Henry Grandt, Sr., son of Detlov Grandt,
moved from Chicago to Wheeling Township with his wife, Katharina Buthmann,
whom he had married in Chicago in 1881. Henry, born January 18, 1858, and
his wife, born January 30, 1855, were both from Holstine, Germany. Henry
came to America with his parents when he was a young man.

Their four oldest children were born in Chicago, the two youngest were

born here.

Child's Name Born Died Married In

Minerva 1-19-1882 7-9-1967 Fred Lemke 1909
. August 7-22-1883 1-1-1980 Lena Wischmann 1910

Fred 10-3-1885 4-24-1974 Margaret Gabriel 1919

Henry, Jr. 4-11-1887 4-1-1972 Helena Kerschke 1910
. Mary 3-14-1891 1975  Fred Utpadel 1910

Charles 4-24-1893 1939 Martha Neuman 1916

The family settled on a one hundred acre farm on Milwaukee Avenue, the
acreage intersected by Hintz Road. Hintz road was then just the width of a
horse-drawn buggy. Farming in those years was an all encompasering enterprise.
They raided a dairy herd their own horsepower for plowing and transportation ,
fowl of all kinds for their table, vegetables, corn, wheat and other grain
for human consumption and horse corn, oats and hay for their livestock.

The original homestead was built on the southwest corner of Hintz Road and
Milwaukee Avenue with a barn at the immediate corner. The family occupied
that home, a frame building, until about 1901,when a new cement block home
(see face blog¢k, page - ) was built on the North corner of Milwaukee and
Hintz (990 S. Milwaukee ) Henry moved his family for the last time, The home,

. the new barn and a milk-cooling '"house" remain today. Premises occupied by a

grandson and his wife, Clarence and Edna Lemke.

Page 1 (continued)
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About 1917, Henry lost a section of his farm to condemnation under
eminent domain. Another grandson, Elmer Grandt, recalls wnlanting potatoes
in a potato patch on the section of 1land that was condemned, somewhere
between fifteen and twenty acres.

A few of Henry's descendants believe that he must have hated to lose this
land, for one of his frequent utterings, recalled by his son Fred, was,"I'll
take 'em to the Supreme Court !" However reluctantly he may have relinquished
this land, he never-the-less, also left his legacy to his descendants. More
of his original farm is scheduled to fall to the demand of eminent domain
(the section on the west end of the original farm) and his grandson E. Gordon
Grandt will soon be forced off of his land where he grew up and has lived
most of his married life. His home, as well as the fire-gutted home of his
parents (now owned by A.P. Kolton, a Chicago Real Estate Developer) will
probably be domolished to provide a zone of safety for the north end of
Palwaukee Airport's longest runway, a feature which had been ignored by
private owner George Priester. Unable to buy out other owners and expand
his operation further, Priester enlisted the aid of government. The state
and two local communities, Wheeling and Prospect Heights, recently purchased
the airport, putting it into public ownership and paving the way for eminent

domain to take more Grandt acreage.

In 1918 the Cook County Forest Preserve District (FPD) built a dam
in the Des Plaines river where the river had run through Henry's farm.
A public recreation area was subsequently developed, with access from a
driveway and a walkway over the dam, which lead in, directly opposite the
dead end of Hintz Road. The evergreen trees which flanked the originial
entrance off Milwaukee Avenue now slowly being choked by the overgrowth, can
still be seen today by the observant passerby.

Under the walkway, immediately north of the dam, a diving board was
anchored for the swimmers who would flock to this new site. An iron railing
was installed lengthwise down the walkway, separating wet swimmers from
pedestrians. Bath houses, with gender designated facilities, flanked the
east shore of the river. Concessionaires manned a merry-go=round, pony rides
and refreshment stands. The FPD installed commercial quality (heavy duty)
swings and teeter-totters on a grassy area east of the river to the delight
of regional younsters and some young-at-heart grownups. This 'playground"”
was a favorite to week-end-Chicagoans who drove out early in the mornings

and stayed well after dark.

continued

.........
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A drowning incident was once witnessed at the

dam. An adult male was pulled from the water,

laid over a large barrel and an attempt was made

to "pump the water out of of him". As each rescuer
became exhausted, another took his place in a crude
"CPR" type of manipulation. The method did not
include forcing oxygen into the victim's lungs as
modern rescue measures do. The man was pronounced

"dead'" at the scene.

Henry, Sr., would see this ideal recreation area die, condemned as a
result of pollution created by the dumping of raw sewage into the river
upstream.

Years later, a beautiful shelter house was built on the land east of
the river near the dam, a semi-cir¢le blacktop driveway was installed on
the west side of the river and the original entrance was closed. The
walkway was removed and the crossing over the dam for vehicular traffic
now deteriorated, was barricaded. The new entrance to the area east of the
river is from Dundee Road where blacktopped roads lead into the shelter and
picnic areas. Curbs were installed in designated parking sections. The
public comes only to picnic, to fish or just to relax now. NO SWIMMING
ALLOWED: :

Prior to the condemnation of the land, Henry Sr., had operated a saw mill
(logging from the forest land) and lumber business, selling lumber cut from
trees on this land. He sold this business to a Mr. Guest. When Guest died, his
sister, a Mrs. Miller inherited the business. She was the mother of Ray
and Glenn Miller, who took over the business and operated it for many years

at their site immediately west of the Soo Line Railroad tracks at Dundee Road.

Later, Henry Sr., sold a parcel of his farm to the Bieber family. The
Bieber homestead remains today, a frame building north of the new location of
Doris' Tree Top Inn.

Henry was once involved in a lawsuit with Peter Proesel, who incidently,
was married to Henry's daughter-in-law's materrnal aunt, Lena 0Olk. During
the Depression years, Henry employed two of his grandsons among the crew to
clean the Wheeling Drainage Ditch where willow trees clogged the flow of
water. Henry was Drainage Commissioner in Cook County at that time and held
the position for many years afterward. Mr. Proesel objected to the hiring

of relatives (nepotism) and sued. The outcome of the case is unknown, but

could no doubt be determined by a search of the archives..... continued....
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Having lost the bitter fight to keep the river section of his farm from
being confiscated for public use, Henry did not want to see more of his land
taken from the family and sought to avoid the leeching aspects of probate
with it's red tape-worm. He divided what remained of his farm among his
six married children. He and his wife shared a second floor apartment
(converted after his children were all married) in the home he had built at
the corner of Milwaukee and Hintz Road. They retained a house that they
owned in Des Plaines to provide rental income for their old age support.
After his wife died in 1933, Henry stayed on in the apartment they had
shared until about 1940. He than gave up housekeeping and went to live with
a son, Henry, Jr. and his wife Helena. They cared for him until his death
on July 25, 1943.

Henry, Sr., served as Drainage Commissioner of Cook Country from

to , leaving a legacy of public service which a number of his descendants -
second generation -- would follow during their lifetimes and third and fourth
generations follow today,,...

Katharina, referred to as '"Little Grandma'" by her son Fred's children,
because their other set of grandparents were very much taller, had a method
of maintaining discipline among her grandchildren, which was to pinch a
ear lobe between here sharp fingernails. She had fairly well behaved grand-
children. She enjoyed making dresses for her grandaughters and they in turn,
enjoyed the 'fitting' sessions in the quiet atmosphere of her apartment, where
only the ticking of the clock could be heard while she tucked and pinned.
Afterwards, they could look forward to a glass of milk -- fresh daily from the
cows--- and a slice of Grandma's salt-free bread with homemade jelly or jam
spread on it. When one of her more aggressive grandchildren requested that
the bread be buttered first, she'd reply '"Ach dats silly, the jam vill schlide

uff !'"" It was either or, not both.

"Little Grandpa'" was also remembered fondly by grandchildred. One of
them recalls that whenever she came to visit he would say, '"Ah, here's my
little Schnuk-fut." Her brother explained that this meant '"little talking

machine."

continued......



Grandt History - Orlowski-Buthmann Page 5

Henry, Sr., and his wife Katharina, attended St. John's Evangelical
Luthern Church on 3020 N. Milwaukee Avenue. in (what is now considered )
Northbrook. Most of their children remained parishioners of this church
and their grandchildren attended the church school where the German

language was one of the subjects taught.

Henry, Sr., and his wife are both intered at the Euclid Cemetary on

Euclid Avenue in Arlington Heights.

In 1981, a Family Reunion roster tallied 296 family members, which
included those who had married into the family. It would take a hefty book
to do justice to the history of the entire clan, so only those members who

have remained in or near Wheeling will be included in the balance of this

A grand-daughter-in-law relates that she and her husband, Wilbert Grandt,
have a wedding photograph of Henry, Sr. and Katharina, and that the suit Grandpa

wore when they were married was made by his bride-to-be.

Most, if not all, of the original one hundred acre farm is registered on
the top rolls as the Henry Grandt, Sr., Subdivision, (Inofrmation found in

plat books at Wheeling Township Office in Arlington Heights.)

Face Block - Henry's older sons helped build their face block home, poured
cement by hand into the frames which had been constructed to give a geo-
metrical design to the face side of the block. The sons also made cement

blocks for Henry Knoll's barn on Sanders road.
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The original homestead was kuilt on the south side of
@ Mhidirtebrae. (e
Hintz Road4with a barn at the immediate corner. The family

occupied that home, a frame buildiny, until alout 1901, when

a newqblockxnonsﬁmuuwad:homgﬂwas uilt on the Korth corner » e
ybnaynuﬁuulﬂia g Ly K G e,

of Milwaukee and Hintz, (990 S. Milwaukee).f The home, the
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new barn and a milk-cooling ‘house' remain today,qoccupied
by a grandson and his wviife, Clarence and Edna Lemke.
About 1917, Henry lost a section of his farm to condem-
nation under eminent domain. Another grandson, Elmer Grandt,
recalls planting potatoes in a potato patch on the section of

acres.
land that was condemned. somewhere between fifteen and twenty A

A few of Henry's descendants believe that he must have
hated to lose this land, for one of his frequent utterings,
recalled by his son, Fred, was, "I1'll take 'em to the Supreme =
Court !" However reluctantly lhe may have relinaguished this

land, he never-the-less, also left this legacy to his descen-

dants. More of his original farm is scheduled to fall to the
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demand of eminent domaln{and Ihis ¢grandson, E. Gordon Grandt

will soon be forced off of his land vhere he grew up and has
lived most of his married life. His home, as well as the fire-
gutted home of his parents (now owned by A.P.Kolton, a cChicago
Real Estate Developer) will prolably ke demolished to provide

a zone of safety for the north end of PalwWaukee Airpoxt's
longest runway, a feature which had been ignored by the private
owner, George Priester., Unable to buy out other owners and
expand his operation further,Piéséﬁﬁisted the aid of govern-
ment. The state and two local comnmunities, Wheeling and Pros-

pect Heights, recently purchased the airport, putting it into

public ownership and paving the way for eminent domain to take

more Grandt acreage... cont.
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In 1918 the

Cook County Forest Preserve District (FPD), built a dam
there in the Des Plaines river where the river had run
through Henry's farm. A public recreation area was sub-
sequently developed,with access from a driveway and 2
walkway over the dam,which led in,directly opposite the
dead end of Hintz Road. The evergreen trees which flanked

now slowly being choked by the overgrowth,
the original entrance off Milwaukee Avenuq%can still be
seen today by the observant passerby.
Under the walkway, immediately north of the dam, a diving
board was anchored for the swimmers who would flock to
this new site. 2n iron railing was installed lengthwise
down the walkway, sepgrating wet swimmers from pedestrians.
Bath houses, with gender designated facilities, flanked the
east shore of the river. Concessionaires manned a merry-go-
round, pony rides and refreshment stands. The FPD installed

commercial quality (heavy duty) swings and teeter-totters ¥=
on a grassy area east of the river to

,4the delight of regional youngsters and some young-at-heart

grownups. This 'playground' was a favorite to week-end~
Chicagoans who drove out early in the mornings and stayed
well after dark.

A drowning incident was once witnessed at

the dam. An adult male was pulled from the

water, laid over a large barrel and an

attempt was made to'pump the water out of

him'. As each rescuer became exhausted,

another took his place in a crude "CPR" type

of manipulation. The method did not include

cont.
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forcing oxygen into the victim's lungs

2s modern rescue measures do. The man

was pronounced "dead" at the scene.
Henry, Sr., would see this ideal recreation area die,
condeimned as a result of pollution created by the dumping
of raw sewaye into the river. upstream.

Years later, a pbeautitul shelter house was built on
the land east of the river near the dam, a semi-circle
placktop driveway was installed on the west side of the
river and the original entrance was clcsed. The walkway
was removed and the crossing over the dgam for vehicular

Mew DETERICRATED,
trafficiwas barricaded. The new entrance to the area east
of the r;ver is from Dundee Road where blacktopped roads
lead in to the shelter and picnic areas. Curbs were in-
stalled in designated parking sections. The public comes

only to picnic, to fish or just to relax now. NO SWIMMING

ALLOwED .
Prior to the condemnation of the land, flenry, Sr., had .
operated a saw millAand lumber business, : lumberx from
UFS

trees on this Jland. He sold this businesé to AXREEEFIIRERE
a Mr. Guest. When Guest died, his sister, a Mrs. Miller
inherited the business. she was the mother of Ray and Glenn
Miller, who Fook over the business and operated it for many
years at‘gﬁgqéite immediately west of the soo line railroad
tracks at Dundee Road.

Later, Henry, Sr., sold a parcel of his farm to the
Biepex family. The Bieber homestead remains today, a frame

ruilding north of the new location of Doris' Tree Top Inn.

cont.
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doeney was once involived in a Lawsuit with Peter Proesel,
who, incidently, was married to Henry's daugnter-in-law's
water "' Aauace, leie LK. During the Depression years, Henry

AMersly JHE CREL

employed two of his grandsonsfto clean the wheeling Drainege
Ditch where willow trees clogged the flow of water. lenxry
was Drainage Commissioner in Cook County at that time and
held the position for many years 2flerward. Mr Proesel
objected to the hirinc¢ of relatives (nepotism) and sued.

The outcome of the case is urknowr, put could no doubt be

determinec by a search of the archives...

Having lost the bitter fight to keep the river seclion
ol ian ferm from being confiscated for public use, Henry did
not want to see more of his land teken from the family and
sought to avoid the lceching aspects of probate with it's
red tape-worm. Ile divided what remained of his farm among
his six married children. He and his wife shared a second

(nreelod fBew Moy CALdrons wete el pranteed.)

flooxr apartment4in the home he had built at the corner of
liilwaukee Avenue and liintz Road. They retained a house that
they owned in DesPlaines to provide rental income for their
old age support. After his wife died in 1933, Henry stayed
on in the apartment they had shared until about 1940. He
then gave up nouseleeping and went to live

cont.
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. with a son, Henry, Jr., and his wife Helena. They cared for
him until his death on July 25, 1943.
Henry, Sr., served as Drainage Commissioner of Cook

County from 1 to 19 , leaving a legacy of nubilic sexrvice

which a number of his descendants -- second generation --
would follow during their lifetimes and third and fourth

generations follow today...

i,,L'.;La"ij
/c’:ﬂﬁﬁxeferred to as"Little Crandma" Ly her son Fred's children,

because their other set of grandnarents were very much taller,
Mﬁ;thod of maintaining discinline among her grandchildren,
. 4‘@75‘5 to pinch an ear loLe hetween her shaxrp fingernails. She
had fairly well behaved grandchildren. She enjoved making
. dfesses for her granddaughters and they in turn, enjoyed the
'fitting' sessions in the quiet atmosghere of her anartment,
where only the ticking of the c¢lock could be heard while she

tucked and pinned. Aftexrwards, they could look forward to

a glass of milk -- fresh daily from the cows-- and a slice
hopemade
of Grandma's salt-free byread with/{jelly or jam spread on it.

When one of her more aggressive grandchildren requested that
the bread be buttered first, she'd reply, “Ach, dats silly,
the jam vill schlide uff !" It was either, or, not both.
"Little Grandpa" was also remembered fondly bysgrand-
children. One of them recalls that whenever she came to

o”

’ . visit he would say, "Ah, here's my little Schnuk- fut." Her
. . o . . ;
brother explained that this meant little talking machine
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Ilenry, sr., and his wife Katharina, attended st, John's
Bezo
Evangelical Luthexn Chuxch onQMilwaukee Avenue in (what is

now considered) Northprook. e X205 F e 2 NS AR
Most of their children grand
7remained parishioners of this church and theirAchildren
attended the church school where the German language was one
of the supjects taught.

Henry, Sr., and his wife are both intered at the TIuclid

Cemetary on Euclid avenue in Arlington Heights.

IN 198l, a Family Reunion roster tallied 296 family
mempers, which included those who had married into the
family. It would take 2 hetty pook to do justice to the

istory of the entire clan, so only those members who have
remained in or near wheeling will be included in the balance

or this writing..

A grand-daughter-in-law relates that she and her husbang,
Wilbert Grandt, have a wedding photograph of Henry, Sr. and
Katharina, and that the suit Grandpa wore when they were

married was made by his bride-to-be.

cont.
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Lemke, Fred, Jr.

MINERVA GRANDT -- FRED LEMKE, JR.
'
Minerva, 'Minnie', the oldest of Henry Grandt, Sr's children was

born in Chicago, January 19, 1882. In 1909 she married Fred Lamke, Jr.,

who was born September 17, 1882, the son of Fred Lemke, Sr. Their first
residence was North of the farm in a house subsequently rented (or purchased)
by the Samsel family. A son and a daughter of the Samsel's attened Wheeling
Public School (Walt Whitman)in the early 1930's. Five children were born
to them. Helen who died when she was 14 years old of ruptured appendix.
Alfred F, who married Mable Kramer, Alma, who married George Grothpietz,
Clarence who married Edna Gaitsch and Robert, who married Betty Michelsen.
Only Clarence remained in Wheeling with his wife Edna. Fred's parents are

also an old-time Wheeling area family.

Minnie and Fred were given the five acres which contained the 'mew"
homestead, occupying the main floor apartment, while her parents lived in
the second floor apartment. That apartment had been expanded to allow more
space and exterior evidence of this expansion can be seen today with the flat
faced block unmatched to the original contoured block used in the early
construction. One of Henry's sons, Fred told his own children that he helped
"manufacture' the contoured block, pouring cement into forms which were than
allowed to harden.

Minnie and Fred farmed the land, raised cows, chickens, ducks and geese.
Milk was quickly cooled in five gallon cans in a trough in a small '"milkhouse'
where ice cold water was pumped up from a deep well. with the exception of
a chicken house, all the buildings remain standing today. Cows were stanchioned

in the barn and hay was stored in the overhead loft.

Their garden stocked a large fruit celler in their basement each summer
with canned fruit and vegetables. Peppers stuffed with sweet-sour cabbage
slaw,dilled, sweet cucumber, and watermelon rind pickles graced their table
all year round along with many kinds of jams, jellies and relishes. Fruit for
cakes, pies, or just good eating were 'put up' every summer. All of these
goodies were shared with the entire family at family gatherings or occasional
visits. A niece, Betty (Grandt) Gorski, recalls the Angel Food cakes and

Sunshine cakes made by Minnie's daughter, Alma. None of her cousins could

continued.,.....
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equal Alma's touch in producing these tempermental delicacies. Grandma Grandt,
Minnie's mother, baked a salt free bread that at first tasted 'funny' to those
who were accustomed to 'store bought' bread. Over time, a 'taste' was
developed for it and she might be surprised to learn, were she alive today,

how many of her grandchildren hanker for a slice of bread now....

Iii the early years, Minnie and Fred had a vegetable stand out front to
entice Milwaukee Avenue travelers to stop and buy fresh fruit, vegetables and
eggs. Many of the senior Grandt's grandchildren recall sitting on the front
porch of ther home, watching the long 1ine of cars inching toward Chicago on

a Sunday evening on their way home from the woods and lakes.

Because the elder Grandt's made their home here, family gatherings were
held in this house. The fiftieth wedding anniversary of Henry, Sr. and
Katharina was celebrated here in 1931 and a song, written to the tune of
"Auld Lang Syne'" and dedicated to them by one of their descendants. Copies

were made and it was sung to them by the entire clan.

In the evenings the men of the family enjoyed playing pinochle. They
ringed the large dining room table, slapping the cards down sharply whenever

one made a triumphant play. The sound echos on the memory,

The women would retire to the living room after dinner dishes were
done and talk. Some of them had carry-along needlework -knitting, crochet
or stiching - which they would work on while they chatted.

The younger generation would play games in the large kitchen. One
rather scary game involved the use of the center board from the kitchen
table. A chair at either end held the board. The two strongest boys and
one other tall child would remain in the room. All the others were sent out
to return one by one, blindfolded. The hapless one would be guided up onto
the board and be told they were to be lifted all the way to the ceiling so
"stand real straight of your'll fall off." The two big boys would slowly
lift the board about an inch off the chairs and the third trickster would
hit the victim over the head with a book. It felt like you had actually
hit the ceiling. Screams of fright and merriment were abundant and tolerated

well by the adults.

continued......
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Lemke, Fred Jr.

Tragedy struck the family on July 9, 1967, when they were returning
from church services on this Sunday morning. Fred lost control of his car
as he turned into their own driveway and hit a tree. He lost his wife in
this accident.

Fred lived alone for a period of time and then his son Clarence and
his daughter-in-law, Edna, who lived in the second floor apartment, moved
downstairs to better care for him. Shortly before his death, Fred moved
to the Lee Manor Health Care Center in Des Plaines. He died there on
July 2, 1981 at the age of 98. Fred and his wife are intered at St. John

Luthern Cemetary in Northbrook.

Fred was the uncle of Elmer Lemke who married Fred's niece Dorthea
Grandt (daughter of Henry Jr.).

Recently saw an article in "A Life Newspaper', October 4, 1984,
Section 2 page 4, "Firemen take the heat of the Kitchen." One of the
fireman's receipes featured is that of Milt (Milton) Lemke. He is the son
of Alfred -- oldest son of Minera and Fred. His father says'he has been a
Fireman and Paramedic for a good many years.” Another grandchild of
Henry Grandt, Sr. following public service footsteps with the Northbrook
Fire Department.

Alfred F's oldest son, Alfred R. Lemke, owns the 76 Garage on 4th Street
Murry § Lemke -- in Wilmette, having taken over the business when his

father-in-law retired.
Alfred F's youngest son, Paul, works for his Uncle Clarence in the

bicycle shop Clarence owns in Glenview. Paul has been there about

twenty years.

continued,....,....
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zp}) MINERVA GRANDT - FRED LEMKE,-JK
\

g Minerva, 'Minnie', the oldest of Henry Grandt, 8r's
children was born in Chicago, January 19, 1882. In:1909 she

iy 4
married Fred Lemkeyﬂwho was born September 17, 1882, the

son of Q}[ZUL ...Z,Jé/ﬂ//@(,u ,g\/ . @ . . Rour 94@(’ ) /¢
¢ ort ?9& /O‘/Zz,,t/,d/w a/x_,ﬂ '%zﬂ

. children wexe born to themlqufred .who married Mable Kramer, &92
v
e Am' Alma, who married George Grothpietz, Clarence, who married ﬁ%ﬁ 4&4’

s
i : epf?
ffb Edna Gaitsch and Robert, who married Betty/%OCfféYLISEQJV '

)' . Only Clarence remained in Wheeling with his wife Edna. Fred's
parents are also an old-time Wheeling area family.
4rx ¢ ' Minnie and Fred were given the five acres which contained
AL the 'new' homestead, occupying the main. floor apartment, while
Ly " her parehts lived in the second floor apartment. That apart-
. A ' ment had been expanded to allow more space and the exterior
s evidence of this expansion can be seen today with the flat-
faced klock,;unmatched to the original contoured blockgused in
the early construction. One of Henry's sons, Fred, told his.gzt7(
children that he helped ‘'manufacture' the contoured_block,
pouring cement into forms which were then allowed to harden.
Minnie and Fred farmed the land, raised cows, chickens,
ducks and geese. Milk was quickly cooled in five gallon cans
in a trough in a small 'milkhéuse' where ice cold water was
pumped up from a deep well. With the exception ef a chicken
house, all the buildings remain standing today. Cows were

stan¢hwwéd in the barn and hay was stored in the overhead loft.
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Their garden stocked a large fruit celler in their
basement each summer with canned fruit and vegetables.
Peppers stuffed with sweet-sour cabbage slaw, dilled, sweet,
cucumber, and watermelon rind pickles graced their table all
year round along with many kinds of jams, jellies and relishes.
Fruit for cakes, pies, or just good eating were'put up'every.
sumnmery. All of these goodies were shared with the entire
family at family gatherings or occasgional visits. A niece,
Betty (Grandt) Gorski, recalls the Angél Food cakes and Sun-
shine cakes made by Minnig's daughter, Alma. None of her
cousins could equal‘gégﬂiéhch in producing these tempermental
delicacies. Grandma Grandt, Minnie's mother, baked a salt-
free bread that at first tasted 'funny' to those worfsses who
were accustomed to 'store bougﬁt' bread. Over time, a 'taste'
was developed for it and she might be surprised to learn, were
she alive today, how many of her grandchildren hanker for a
slice of that bread now...

In the early years, Minnie and Fred had a vegetable stand
out front to entice Milwaukee Avenue travelers to stop and kuy

Leniot . /

fresh fruit, vegetables and eggs. Many of thejgrandchildren

recall sitting on the front porch of their hoine ,med watching

/
the long line of cars inching toward Chicago on a Sunday even-
ing on their way home from the woods and lakes.
Because the elder Grandt, made their home here, family
L2l Koeeato
gatherings were held ﬁ%sa ‘The fiftieth weddlng anniversary
of Henry, Sr. and Katharina was celebrated here in 1931 and a.

CAULD LAwE SYWE"
song, written to the tune of WHEETAIEEESEELENEF swRxwx and

dedicated to them by _&*¢ % f/@czld&dczycéﬂ?»af- éézzétl

sung to them by the entire clan.

cont.
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In the evenings the men of the family enjoyed playing
p;ncchlqhui“fﬁey ringed the large dining room table, slap-
ping the cards down sharply whenever one made a triumphant
play. The sound echos on the memory.

The women would retire to the living room after dinnerx
dishes were done and talk, 8S8ome of them had carry-along
needlework -- knitting, crochet or stitching -- which they
would work on while they chatted.

The younger generation would play games in the large
kitchen. One rather scary game involved the use of the
center board from the kitchen table. A chair at either end
held the board. The two strongest boys and one other tall
child would remain in the room. All the others were sent
out;é.to return one by one: , blindfolded. The hapless one
would be guided up onto the board and be told they were to
be lifted all the way to the ceiling so "stand real straight
or you'll fall off!" The two big boys would slowly 1lift the
board about an inch off of the chairs and the third trickster
would hit the victim over the head with a book)izﬂQgt felt
like you had actuzlly hit the ceiling. Screams of fright and
merriment were abundant and tolerated well by the adults.

. they were
44 Tragedy struck the family on July 9, 1967, when{returnéng

from mkwwk churxch services on this Sunday morming, Fred lost

control of his car as he turned into their own driveway.and

hit a tree. He lost his wife in this accident .

-
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Fred lived alone for a period of time and then his son,
'Clarence and his daughter-~in-law, Edna,m®xe® who lived in the
second floor apartment, moved downstairs to better care for
him. Shortly before his death, Fred moved to the Lee Manor
Health Care Center in Des Plaines. He died there on July 2,

1981 at the age of 98. Fred and his wife are intered at

St. John Luthern Cemetary in Northbrook. e
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Clarence was born and raised in Wheeling Township and
has lived all of his life on the llenry Grandt, Sr. farmland.
The second oldest son of Fred and Minnie Lemke, he was born
Septenbexr 9, 1918. He married Edna Gaitsch 6n June 15, 1946.
They have two children, Lawrence 'Larry' and Donna (Lance)
Blume, and Ei) grandeieilM foUS

The couple made their home in the second floor apart-

formerly occupied by his grandparents,
mentat 990 South Milwaukee Avenue whExExgx in the home where
Clarence had been raised. His parents lived downstairs.:
After his mother died, his father lived alone. A few years
before his father's death, Clarence and Edna moved downstairs
to be of help and comfort to his aged parent. His father
died in'l981 and the couple has the property up for sale now.

-Almost thirty years ago, Clarence 6pened a Schwin Bicycle
Shop in Glenview, selling new and used bikes and also-doing
bike repair. He has not yet retired.

Edna is the sister of Marie (Raymond)'Grandt and Clarence
is the cousin of Elmer Lemke who is married to Dorthea Grandt.
(Are these double-cousins ?) | |

Edna had hip surgery some years ago with an artificial,
joint replacement and now considers like suxrgury on one knee.
She now keeps herself occupied making ceramic dolls and dressing

them.

cont.
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Lemke, Clarence

Clarence was born and raised in Wheeling Township and has lived all
of his life on the Henry Grandt, Sr. farmland. The second oldest son of
Fred and Minnie Lemke, he was born September 9, 1918. He married Edna
Gaitsch on June 15, 1946. They have two children, Lawrence ''Larry' and
Donna (Lance) Blume, and two grandsons.

The couple made their home in the second floor apartment formerly
occupied by his grandparents, at 990 South Milwaukee Avenue in the home
where Clarence has been raised. His parents lived downstairs. After his
mother died, his father lived alone. A few years before his father's
death, Clarence and Edna moved downstairs to be of help and comfor to his
aged parent. His father died in 1981 and the couple has the property up
for sale now.

Almost thirty years ago, Clarence opened a Schwin Bicyle Shop in
Glenview, selling new and used bikes and also doing bike repair. He has

not yet retired.

Edna is the sister of Marie (Raymond) Grandt and Clarence is the
cousin of Elmer Lemke, who is married to Dorthea Grandt. (are these
double-cousins ??7?)

Edna had hip surgery some years ago with an artificial joint
replacement and now considers like surgury on one knee. She now keeps

herself occupied making ceramic dolls and dressing them.

continued.,...,.
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George and Harriet (Stegnerski) Lisauska

Harriet first came to Wheeling to work as a waitress at the Polska Weis

(Polish Village Inn) at 635-647 S. Milwaukee Avenue, on May 3, 1941.

She was born in Indiana Harbor, Indiana on January 25, 1926. Premature,
she was so tiny, she was brought to Chicago in a shoe box to be baptized
at St. Stanislau's Haska. This was a permanemt move for her parents and
along with the new baby, they brought Harriet's older sisters, Marie and

Helen and her older brother Stanley '"Stash'.

In very early childhood, Harriet was nicknamed '"Cypa'". Unable to
pronounce the words for mashed potatoes 2?? she would point to them
and lisp "Cypa'. The name stuck as an expression of endearment and those

closest to her can be heard using that name for her.

Her naturally red hair led to the teen-age nickman "Red, dubbed by

her peers.

When she came to the Polska Weis to work, '"MaMa Q" -- the wife of the
owner issued a costume to her. All the waitresses were garbed in the ethnic
costume and the one Harriet got was predominately green. When MaMa O saw her
in the dress, she exclaimed, "Oh, my God! You look more IRISH than Polish".
Along with the costume, she'd been issued her third nickname and that name
also stuck. Thereafter, depending on the mood and the particular communicator,
she was Harriet-Irish-Red- Cypa.... She answers to all her nicknames as well
as her given name.

Her parents died when she was in her early teens, her mother on April 4,
1942, and her father on November 17,1940. It was vital now that Harriet work
and help support herself and she says, "It was fortunate that I was big enough
to pretend to be older than I was, and was able to get this week-end work."
MaMa O, always wanting a daughter of her own -- she had only one child, a
son -- became fond of the young hard working girl and took Harriet under her

wing in pseudo-adoption.

continued........
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Harriet attended nurses training a Mary Thompson's School of Nursing in
Chicago, graduating in 1945. She took post-graduate work at Michael Reese

Hospital in the new born nursing and premature babies departments.

She met George when he was a GI during WW II and they were married in 1949.
They lived in an apartment in Chicago and their only child, a daughter, Gail,
was born then. (March 29, 1951). 1In 1954, they built a home on Wolf Road in Wheeling:
Harriet and George were then both employed at Ekco Alcoa, Harriet as an
Industrial Nurse and George in Office Service. Harriet left Ekco in 1955, taking
a position as Industrial Nurse at Sara Lee in Deerfield, which position she still
holds.

Their daughter, Gail, married Donald Henderson Hill on . The couple
moved to Denton, Texas ( a suburb of Dallas) where Gail pursued and earned her
nurses's registration. Donald is employed as a county auditor for Denton County,

Texas. The couple has no children .

Harriet served on the Wheeling Youth commission from 1971 to 1974. She
served on the School Dist 214 Drug Study Committee and as a member of the Omni-
House Board of Directors, became a founding member of their Hot-Line Service
to the community. George also donated many hours to the Hot-Line Service
during its early years. Harriet is an Honorary Member of the OH Board. She
is a member of St. Joseph the Worker Woman's Club, but had to relinquish active
participation when it conflicted with her working hours both at Ekco and at
Sara Lee.

In her profession Harriet is no stranger to disease and deals with it with
a compassionate professionalism. In private life it has delt her a stream of
profound tragedy. She lost her oldest sister, Marie, in 19-- from cancer. In
the ten years from June 28, 1974 to July , 1984, cancer claimed her beloved
husband first, then her only brother and finally her brother-in-law. In spite
of this she maintains an upbeat outlook. Her greatest concern and effort remains

as always, for the benefit of others.
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